Music A level

Summer ass iIgnment



Welcome to A level Music. You will find that
continuing your studies of performing,
composing and listening will be an incredibly
enriching and rewarding experience.

In order to be prepared for the course, there
are a couple of things you should make sure
you continue over the summer:



Performing

You should - of course! - continue practicing your instrument
or your singing over the summer. We would love to hear what
you can do when you start the A level course.

Please make sure that you have prepared a performance for
September. Don’t worry - this won’t be in the first lesson! The
piece should be one that you are very comfortable with -
perhaps the same piece you played for your GCSE
performance.

The course will be a supportive environment for performers
and we look forward to hearing you.



Composing

You will also continue creating your own music as part of the
A level. If you have software that you are able to use at
home, we would also like to hear an original composition that
you have created.

This can be in ANY style: a song, a piece of electronic music,
a piano/guitar piece or something you have improvised on
your instrument.

We will be discussing and teaching you the multitude of ways
that you can increase your confidence as composers.



Listening

To prepare for the A level, you should
listen to as wide a variety of music as
you can. You need to get used to
listening to music that you are
unfamiliar with.

There is a wide variety of music on
the A level course. Here are a few
pieces that will prepare for this
breadth:



These performances
will introduce you to
the Jazz

(Area of Study 5)
part of the course




These
performances will
Introduce you to
the Popular Music
(Area of Study 2)
part of the course




This performance
will introduce you
to

Area of Study 1:
The Baroque
Concerto




This performance
will introduce you
to

Area of Study 1:
The Operas of
Mozart




This performance
will introduce you
to

Area of Study 1:
Romantic Piano
Music of Grieg,
Brahms and
Chopin
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