
Media 
Studies

Summer Bridging WOrk
Mrs Pedder, Miss Stevens & Mr McDermott 

The Tasks outlined here are designed to give you an insight into the demands of the A 
Level course. The Media Studies course requires historical/ contextual understanding and 
in depth analysis of the texts we study. You need to be able to apply politics and theory to 
these texts too.  Production skills are also needed.  Your summer work will provide a taste 

of each of these. 



SHare your 
work with us!

Once you have completed the tasks in 
this document, save them with your name 
as the document title to our dedicated 

summer work folder so that your 
teachers can take a look at what you 

have produced. 

Save a copy of your work here

Complete the tasks 
on a word 

document, 
powerpoint, slides 

etc. 

Make sure to keep 
an original copy of 
your work on your 

own device too.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VdIvojsZgECSOBOB4EvlemmW9qgfooqe?usp=sharing


An Introduction to Long Form TV Drama 
What is Long Form TV Drama (LFTVD)? Provide a 
definition and examples.

What can you expect to find in a LFTVD (consider 
codes and conventions of LFTVD)?

How does this apply to ST 
and D83? Provide examples 
for the following:

● Settings used: 
● Themes: 
● Icons: 
● Genre: 
● Characters: 
● Intertextuality: 
● Historical Period: 



Student Sample Opening To LFTVD Exam Style Question.

(Q3.) ‘The differences in the codes and conventions of the long form television 
dramas reflect the different values, attitudes and beliefs of the audiences that 
consume them.’ How far do you agree with this statement?

(A) LFTVD use mise-en-scene to represent genders and reflects audience’s beliefs. 
However, as both shows were set in the 80’s, the representation of gender will 
relate to experiences of older audiences as they are very stereotypical. In 
Stranger Things, gender is portrayed through actions and performance. Mrs Wheeler 
is in the kitchen making lunches while Mr Wheeler is in the living room fixing 
the electrical items. These activities represents the stereotypes in the 80’s. It 
was seen as a masculine activity to be taking care of the electrical items and 
fixing things, while it was expected for females to have housewife duties like 
cooking and cleaning. This conforms to Butler’s gender performativity theory, 
which states that gender is constructed through performance rather than 
biological sex. This demonstrates that LFTVDs use codes and conventions to 
reflect audience’s beliefs and attitudes back in the 80s when the show was set.



Stranger Things Poster Analysis

Setting 

Themes 

Genre

Narrative 

Characters 

Intertextual references to the 80s 

Historical period 



Deutschland 83 Poster 
Analysis
Setting 

Themes 

Genre

Narrative 

Characters 

Intertextual references to the 80s 

Historical period 



Politics 
You MUST understand the difference between left wing (Kier Starmer) and 
right wing (Kemi Badenoch, Boris Johnson)... Here’s some helpful information.

1 Watch this video
2 Watch it again
3 Make a notes 

Right Wing and Left Wing

LEFT 

RIGHT

‘Big’ government

Government is limited

Please turn for 
task… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlQ5fGECmsA


Covers for your Analysis Task
Picturing Boris 
Johnson 
outside number 
connotes his 
power and 
status as a right 
wing PM  

Remember to 
cut and paste 
into your Doc.

Using your notes on 
left/right wing. What 
political stance does this 
paper have?
Can you identify examples 
from the text/images to 
support your thoughts. 



Covers for your Analysis Task

Eustice’s facial expression 
are shifty and 
untrustworthy. Clearly 
showing a left wing bias 
as portraying the right 
negatively. 

Remember to 
cut and paste 
into your Doc.

Using your notes on 
left/right wing. What 
political stance does 
this paper have?
Can you identify 
examples from the 
text/images to support 
your thoughts. 



Practical Task 
Your Task here is to try to recreate a Time 
magazine front cover.
Canva is a free online editor. You can use your 
personal email to sign up for free and save your 
work. 

You will need to take your own photo to use as 
the main image.

Use this tutorial to guide you through how to 
make the cover. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aK87wYoWP_Y
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