
Film Studies 
Summer Bridging Work 

Mrs Pedder, Miss Stevens & Mr McDermott
The Tasks outlined here are designed to give you an 

insight into the demands of the A Level course. The Film 
Studies course requires historical/ contextual 

understanding of the films we study, in depth analysis of 
film form and production skills.  Your summer work will 

provide a taste of each of these. 



Share your 
work with us!

Once you have completed the tasks in this 
document, save them with your name as the 

document title to our dedicated summer work 
folder so that your teachers can take a look at 

what you have produced.

Save a copy of your work here

Complete the tasks 
on a word document, 

powerpoint, slides 
etc.

Make sure to keep an 
original copy of your 

work on your own 
device too.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VdIvojsZgECSOBOB4EvlemmW9qgfooqe?usp=drive_link


Analysis Task 
What is your favourite film & why?  

With your chosen film, analyse the opening, ending plus one additional scene. Your analysis skills at 
this point might be quite basic which is fine. Try your best to comment on the following for each 
scene:   

● Aesthetic- What is the overall look/ feel achieved in the scene? 
● Camerawork- what camera angles/movements are used? What effect do they create?   
● Sound- What effect does the music (or lack of) have? Are there sound effects? Background 

sounds? What dialogue is there? What impact is created? 

I recommend using screenshots of your chosen scenes to include alongside your analysis 



Director Research  
Your favourite film’s director 

Research and create a profile on the director of your favourite film. You will need to include 
(but not limited to):   

-Name  
-Brief history (include any passions and/or life events that impact their work if applicable)  
-Filmography  
-Clips/ screen shots of some of their most well-known films  
-An overview in your own words of their work. Can you comment on the genres they tend to 
create? Actors/Actresses they work with? Their overall style.

Make it visual. Can you include images, quotes, gifs, clips, music etc. to represent them 
and their work? 



History and Context

Sunrise 
Film Movements- Silent cinema 

Pans Labyrinth
American Film 

Research the silent 
cinema era. 
More specifically: 
● American 

Realism
● German 

Expressionism 

F. W. Murnau
1927

Del Toro 
2006

Chazelle, 
2016

Each film we study has to be looked at in regards to it’s time and place. Research the 
following historical eras in relation to some of our set texts. Create a fact file and make it 

visual including key information about the countries and events of the time. 

La La Land
Global Film 

Research the Spanish 
Civil War (1936-1939)
What were the beliefs 
of: 
● The Nationalists
● The Republicans 

Research 1920’s 
American & The 
American Dream.



Practical Task
1 Watch this video
(right)
2 Watch it again
3 How is atmosphere
Created?

DON’T WORRY ABOUT
LIGHTING… HOW ARE THE
CHARACTERS FRAMED TO
MAKE THEM SEEM SMALL
AND VULNERABLE WHILE
WALKING OR ON LOCATION?

Create 30 seconds of footage… A person is walking along a street, they’re agitated. They come 
to a door and the film ends on an enigma (unanswered question). 

See how the size of the character, the background and 
the slope make her seem vulnerable .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b75qBeJYaFQ


Practical Task
1 

Create 30 seconds of footage… A person is walking along a street, they agitated. They come 
to a door and the film ends on an enigma (unanswered question) 

Clipchamp Video Editing Tutorial for Complete Beginners

Clipchamp Video Editing Tutorial for Complete Beginners
Clipchamp is an online video editing tool owned by Microsoft This non-linear editing software is designed for the user to import, edit, and export audiovisual material in an Internet browser window.
comes with all of the features required to create great videos – no experience needed.
By the end of this tutorial, you will learn how to use the Clipchamp website to create and edit your video content all for free.

Timestamps
0:00 Introduction
1:11: Creating an account and overview
7:01 Creating and intro Video
15:51 Creating an Outro Video
22:37 Recording with clipchamp
31:30 Convert Text to Speech
36:29 Create a Video from Scratch
42:55 Importing media and basic editing
51:21 Adding Transition
55:40 Adding Text
1:02:38 Colour correction
1:08:05 Adding music and SFX
1:12:39 Adding Graphics/Stock images/Videos
1:18:35 Editing simple video
1:29:38 Rendering and Exporting videos

Subscribe NOW: youtube.com/c/EPICMentorship/videos?sub_confirmation=1

My Favorite Gears:
Camera (Sony ZV-E10): https://amzn.to/3GDIRXi
Apple MacbookPro: https://amzn.to/3HcKT2g
Wireless mouse (Logitech Wireless mouse): https://amzn.to/3CR8oLm
Microphone: https://amzn.to/3IS0JAi
Webcam (Logitech C922): https://amzn.to/3GNG0uO 

Join my newsletter
https://epicmentorship.substack.com/p/changing-the-narratives

WHO I AM:
I am Dr. Rasheed,  YouTuber, podcaster, public speaker, and digital content creator. I send weekly newsletters to my followers containing motivations, free books, and updates about videos and courses that I uploaded throughout the week.

😜Disclaimer: Some of the links in this description are affiliate links that I get a kickback from 

1 Watch this video
2 Have a go at shooting some 
footage and editing it in Capcut
or Clip Champ.
3 Shoot your footage and then 
create a 30 second sequence.

YOU’LL NEED TO SHOOT FAR MORE FOOTAGE THAN WHAT YOU’LL 
IMAGINE. EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT SHOTS - THAT DOLLY SHOT OF 
THE CHARACTER’S HAND AS THEY WALK MIGHT BE VISUALLY STUNNING!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZGe4K2Tu_o


Practical Task
1 

Create 30 seconds of footage… A person is walking along a street, they agitated. They come 
to a door and the film ends on an enigma (unanswered question) 

When finished, upload you film to YouTube or similar and then save it to the 
Google Doc you’re submitting for your holiday work.
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