EPQ Summer Work

Congratulations on making an excellent choice for your Wider Curriculum option! The EPQ is a fantastic way to
build valuable academic skills which will impress employers and universities. As well as this, it gives you the
chance to get stuck into a topic which genuinely interests you.

The EPQ will allow you to:

* complete a project of your choice: it could be a dissertation, an investigation / field study, a performance, or
an artefact;

* gain a qualification next Summer which is highly regarded by universities and carries up to 28 UCAS points;

* develop study skills which will help you in your Sixth Form studies and beyond.

As part of your Summer Work, please complete as many of these activities as possible- the more you are able
to do, the easier you will find the EPQ in September.

1) Enrol in University of Bath Summer School
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The University of Bath online course ‘How to Succeed in Your EPQ; the nuts
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and bolts of completing your project’ on the following link: How to do an EPQ - Al !;)-_ BA H
Online Course gives an overview of the EPQ and tips for getting started:
*  You can join for free and access the course for 5 weeks, which is plenty of time to complete it;
* The course leaders suggest spending three hours a week on the course for three weeks, but you can work
through it at your own pace and spend more or less time on it as you wish;

*  You are not limited by the ‘start dates’ listed on the course website; you can join the course and start working
through it at any time.

Once you’re happy that an EPQ is the right choice of wider curriculum for you, get started by completing the
activities below.

2. Brainstorm Ideas for Your Project

Try this mind map: https://www.gocongr.com/en-GB/p/8336142-Topic-mind _maps and / or follow this flowchart
to get you started on choosing a type and topic for your project:

Write down three things that interest you, e.g. football. Now
write down a reason why you are interested in the things you
have chosen, e.g. you might be interested in football because
you play it.
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Select one of your interests. Can you think of three potential
projects for this interest? e.g. women in football, football
hooligans, or international players in the premiership.

Now develop these ideas further: Will there be enough
resources available? Do you have the skills for this project? Will
you be able to complete it in the time available? What areas
would you need to research? Can you think of a suitable
question / title?

Develop one of your ideas further by writing a few paragraphs
detailing your project idea and what it might involve. This might
not end up as your final project, but this is a good way to get
started! Try sharing your project idea(s) with someone else and
see if they have any suggestions.
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2. Draft your project proposal

Name:

Which pathway do you think you will take? Please tick the appropriate box.

Unit 1 Dissertation

Unit 2 Investigation / Field study
Unit 3 Performance

Unit 4 Artefact

Why have you chosen this pathway?

Which broad topic would you like to research and why?

What do you think your research question will be? Please try to be as specific as possible.
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. Start your research
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Once you've settled on an idea, you can start researching your topic. What can you read, watch,
listen to which will tell you more about your topic? In order to reach the higher levels of the mark
scheme, you need to identify a wide range of sources, so you can’t rely on the internet alone! Aim
to identify relevant websites, books, magazines, academic journals, radio / television programmes,
theatre productions, films, interviews, surveys, etc.

Any work you do now can be submitted as part of your final EPQ, so don’t forget to keep notes!

4.

Keep notes on anything you read / watch. Don’t forget to SUMmarise: your notes should be Shorter than the

text, Use your own words, and include the Main ideas only.

You should aim to take notes in your own words so that you have processed and understood the information

and so that you don’t accidentally plagiarise (copy from) the source in your own project. Where you think you
might want to quote from the source, or reproduce key data, copy it down carefully using speech marks.

Make sure that you note down where you have found the information, e.g. author, title, date, page

number(s), URL, etc. This is so that you — and later your readers / assessors — can find it and use it again if you

use it in your final project.

Your EPQ mentor will want to see the notes you’ve made over the Summer and in particular the sources you’ve
found and used.

4. Keep an activity log
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As you complete your EPQ, you will keep an activity log, where you record and reflect on your work.

Your activity log will be assessed alongside your finished project and will gain you valuable marks!
Start your activity log over the Summer by making weekly entries using the following format: what?
So what? Now what?

What?

Keep this short. Give the
reader just enough context
to understand what comes
next.

Outline what you’ve done
I read a journal article ... |
searched for relevant
websites on...

e.g. Today | completed the first week of the University
of Bath course: ‘How to Succeed in your EPQ.’

So what?

This is the most substantial
part of your activity log.
Make the link between
what you’ve done and
what you have learned.

Discuss what you have
learned

| realised that...

| discovered that ...

I now know that...

e.g. | discovered that completing an EPQ will help me
to develop the study skills | need at Sixth Form while
gaining a qualification which will help me to apply to
university.

Now what?

Identify the impact of what
you’ve learned. What are
you going to do now and /

Identify the next steps or
action plan

I will look for sources that ...

| will rephrase my research

e.g. | have decided that an EPQ is the right course for
me, because | like being independent. It would also be
a good way to continue being creative, even though |
can’t take Art A Level. Next | want to brainstorm a

or differently? question... topic for my project. | might start by looking at the
National Gallery collections online for inspiration.
And finally...

The work you do this summer will set you up for success in your EPQ, so please do what you can and enjoy!
However, there is a full programme of skills sessions and support awaiting you in September and we look
forward to working with you on your project no matter what stage you’ve reached.

Any questions in the meantime? Please email Mrs Unite for help: munite@kts.school




