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FINE ART: Bridging work



Summary of requirements scheme of assessment

Level Component Waiting Requirements Method of assessment

A-Level Unit 1: - FINE ART 
Personal Investigation

60% 

Submissions must include:
¶ Generate practical work, ideas and research from sources
¶ Explore media and processes, develop and refine ideas
¶ Personal Study ς essay (1000-3000 words)

Internally set:

¶ Internally marked
¶ Externally moderated

Unit 2: ςFINE ART
Externally set assignment: Paper made 
available in January 2027 -15 HOUR timed 
exam

40% 

Submissions must include:
¶ Students respond to one externally set broad-based thematic starting point 

to encourage independence in developing ideas, intentions and response.
Externally set:

¶ Internally marked
¶ Externally moderated

How will I be assessed?

The A Level Art & Design course (Fine Art) is comprised of TWO units, both of which combines to give you an overall A-level grade.

The two units are:

What is the course about?
The main purpose of the course is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world and to enable you to respond in a personal 

and creative way.

The Art department staff devise and implement projects which encourage you to:

¶ Question  all preconceived notions of art and personal ability.

¶ Trust your creative  instincts.

¶ Express your ideas and feelings through the controlled use of a broad range of materials and techniques.

¶ Investigate and relate to all the evolutionary processes that are inherent in the development of good artwork.

¶ Articulate  issues relating to the work of other artists from a variety of cultures, past and present.

What sort of work will I be doing?

You will gain experience in painting and drawing , sculpture , ceramics, printmaking , textile design , digital photography and will encourage 

you to pursue your own creative passions.



What qualifications are recommended?

¶ To do well in Fine Art we recommend that you have a grade 9, 8, 7,6 or 5  at GCSE Art & Design.

What are the progression routes with this qualification?

The diversity of the course makes it ideally suited if you are intending to go on to Foundation Art & Design and degree courses  specialising in 

many aspects of Art such as Fine Art, Fashion/Textiles, Film/Animation, Ceramics, Graphics, Furniture, Interior, and Jewellery Design.

If you study Art & Design - Fine Art , you may also  have the option to study AS Photography .

What extra work can I do?

You are also expected to keep up to date with current exhibitions by visiting galleries and making sketches and studies in your sketchbooks.

And finallyé.The Art department has very high expectations - we believe that every student has the potential to be creative in a personal and  

meaningful way. Learning how to become a fully functioning artist is hard work but is also very enjoyable and extremely satis fyi ng!

Assessment Objectives - This is what you need to be able to do (and what you will be assessed on)



A - level FINE ART 

Summer holiday project work 2026
Now that you have decided to take Art at A -level, there are some important things you need to know and do before we see you in S eptember. 

These things are essential for success and achievement in art

These are

¶ High  personal commitment to the work (it is a demanding course, but capable of  high rewards).This means dedication even when, or especially 

when things are difficult.

¶ Always ask if  you have a problem or question, make use of  the staff!

¶ Use other members of  the group as a key resource ð ideas and imagination are always the product of  interaction ð nothing ever gr ows in a 

vacuum!

¶ Be interested in some of  the wider issues of  art ðMeaning, Communication, Belief , Social function,  Identity,  Cultural tradition etcé
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¶ Discipline !   Or, at this level, self -discipline to work through the patches you might find difficult and to continue being productive .

¶ Desire  to use art to make discoveries about the world.

¶ Desire  to use art to make discoveries about yourself.

¶ Delight  in the limitless potential of  the materials we use.

¶ Delight  in the limitless potential of  our ideas.

Where could you start? Try websites, galleries, even video snips,  www.artchive.com , www.artcyclopedia.com  to help with your research.

If  you would like any clarification, advice or guidance, please e -mail me ð jmoyes@kts.school

*You will need a sketchbook A4 (ideally not spiral bound) or A3 (spiral 

bound) with thick cartridge paper and I recommend some basic art 

equipment to help set you off. You can get an A4 sketchbook from the art 

office here for £3.60*

http://www.artchive.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/


Summer Project ð 

ôLight and  Darkõ

The theme for your summer project is ôLIGHT AND DARKõ ð choose 

your objects wisely, think outside the box, what is your light your 

dark? Strength/Weaknesses, What makes you happy/sad, Phobias? 

Religion? Heaven/Hell, Life/Death, Old/New Fresh/Decaying food, 

Objects with strong shadows cast, Objects that have strong 

memories/meanings??  (FYI I love a good Pinterest board and have lots of 

things that may help you with each of these tasks set, you could even make 

your own:(8) Pinterest

THE ACTUAL WORK BITé 

TASK 1: TITLE PAGE: DRAWING AND TITLE  FIRST SINGLE PAGE
Aim: To produce an appropriate image/idea that links into the theme of óLight and Darkô .  

Ç DRAW AN APPROPRIATE IDEA/IMAGE:  This must be your best work so far ï why well itôs the first thing in your books!!!!!

https://uk.pinterest.com/juelmo/


TASK 2: BOXED WORK USING A VARIETY OF MEDIA.
Aim: To produce carefully observed drawings of any objects/images that show qualities of light and dark using various 

media in boxes of different sizes.

Ç DRAW BOXES : Split the page into boxes/rectangles.  6/7/8? LEAVE GAPS AROUND EACH ONE

Ç SUBJECT MATTER:  Make a series of drawings of objects, scenes, ideas, pictures gathered that link into the theme : óLIGHT AND DARKô Think 

literally with shadows, on objects or with themes of the mind and emotions like fear, religion, decay. You can cut into the pages, layer up just donôt let 

the background interfere with the drawings/paintings. Please so not out line everything in black pen.

Ç MEDIA:  Use a variety of media. You do not have to draw a different object in each box. BE CREATIVE. Add brown paper and black biro/fine liner. 

Fine liner dots only. Fine liner and water. Acetate scratched into. Tracing paper over sections and write. Oil pastel then ink over scratched into. 

Pencil. Coloured biro. Coloured fine liner. Collage. Etc.

In the gaps? Make references to the work, what you were trying to achieve, how it works/doesnôt. 

Ç Give the piece a title e.g. óStory through the eyesô

Ç HOW DOES IT LINK TO THE THEME ï WHAT IDEA COMES FROM THIS STUDY AS A PROJECT IDEA e.g. I have zoomed in on an eye to show 

the soul of a person. Eyes see so much, good or bad, experience beauty and evil, the world around us. I could look at drawing eyes from different 

people, old or young even showing different emotions. Telling a story through oneôs eyes.







TASK 3:  OBSERVATIONAL WORK WITH STRONG LIGHTING
Aim: To produce carefully observed  drawings of any objects that show qualities of light and dark. 

Ç Think carefully about the objects you use and how they can relate to the theme of óLight and Darkô.   

Ç Look at: surface qualities, textures, shape and form : use a lamp to cast light and shadows across the surfaces. 

Ç  Each drawing COULD be done using a different medium/variety of, e.g. pen, pencil HB? 2B? 4B?  charcoal, ink washes, collage or mixed media 

etcé You can decide.

a) Single page: A collection of objects ï focus: proportions shape and form, line, tone, details.

b) Single or double page: Zoomed into one object , drawn from various viewpoints  (3 ways)ï focus: detail, tone, line, reflective qualities

c) One large study over a double page ï be creative





TASK 4: DETAILED STUDIES OF JEWELLERY
Aim: To create a double page of work relating to the detail and intricate nature of jewellery . 

Use a magnifying glass to help you really see the detail. 

a) Drawings: Make 2 carefully observed drawings or paintings of a close-up of a piece of jewellery. Zoom in on one of 

them.

b) Photography page: Take a series of photographs (up to 10) with the light at different angles to show how the 

effects of light can dark vary, zoom in/out, create interesting photos.*If the photos come out blurry please do not 

use them.*



TASK 4: ARTIST COMPARISON
Aim: To compare and contrast TWO artists with in -depth analysis.

Choose TWO FAMOUS artists and make a thorough examination of their work for example: Caravaggio, Ansel 

Adams, Bill Brandt, Rembrandt, Monet, Picasso, Lucien Freud, Da Vinci, Grayson Perry, Giacometti.  

Please do the following:

a) Compare and contrast examples of their work . What are the similarities? What are the differences? Write down 

as many as you can.

b) Recreate one of their images as exactly as you can. Look at a detail of their work and copy it using 2b and 4b 

pencils.



We look forward 
to seeing what you 

produce
Enjoy

 J



TASK 5: Gallery Visit
Aim: To see artwork in the flesh and not behind a screen.

Find a gallery/exhibition to go to. You donôt need to go far afield- it can be a local gallery (Baldock, Hitchin, 

Letchworth Broadway Gallery). Or go a little bit further like Cambridge (Fitzwilliam, Kettles Yard). Or go even 

further further, if you have the opportunity: London (Tate Britain, Tate Modern, The National Gallery, The 

National Portrait Gallery, White Cube, British Museum, The Victoria and Albert Museum and many more). 

What I would like you to do:

A) Take pictures of some of your favourite pieces and write down notes about it (Artist name, title, media, 

date, maybe even what its about if available).

B) Pick one and analyse - Talk about why you like the piece of work and analyse it using the help-sheets at the 

end of this slide.

C) Recreate one of their images as exactly as you can. Look at a detail of their work and copy it using 2b 

and 4b pencils.


