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Step Up to Spanish A Level
mwSpanish? \

Congratulations on selecting Spanish A Level. You have opened the door of opportunity! Studying Spanish will
enrich your life, giving you opportunities to travel abroad and to learn about different cultures and different ways
of life. Studying a language will also enhance your life chances, as universities and employers tend to prefer
candidates who can speak more than one language.

Did you know that linguists are better communicators and writers and have a better understanding of their own
language too? Students who study languages do better in
tests and learning a language will improve the functionality
of your brain and improve your memory skills.

Spanish is currently the 4th most spoken language
worldwide. Geographically, many countries have Spanish as
a dominant language from Spain to Mexico and beyond.
Knowing Spanish means you could communicate with a
third of a billion speakers worldwide!
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Studying A Level Spanish will enable you to learn the
Spanish language and you will also gain an in-depth insight
into the cultural, social, political, and artistic aspects of the
\Spanish speaking country/countries you will study.

A Level Spanish — Introduction to the course

At A Level, we follow the AQA syllabus.

What will | learn?

During this course you will develop your linguistic skills alongside your understanding of the culture and society of

the countries where Spanish is spoken.

You will study:

e technological and social change, looking at the multicultural nature of Hispanic society.

e highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, Spanish regional identity and the cultural heritage of past civilisations.

e aspects of the diverse political landscape of the Hispanic world.

o the influence of the past on present-day Hispanic communities.

Throughout your studies, you learn the language in the context of Hispanic countries and issues and influences

which have shaped them. You will study texts and film and will have the opportunity to carry out independent

research on an area of your choice.

Course structure

The AQA A level in Spanish comprises three units.

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing

Paper 2: Writing (Essay on a novel + a film)

Paper 3: Speaking (involving discussion on a topic of your choice)

General Topic Areas for A level Spanish

The topics you will cover are as follows:

Aspects of Hispanic society Artistic culture in the Hispanic world

¢ Modern and traditional values ¢ Modern day idols

¢ Cyberspace ¢ Spanish regional identity

e Equal rights e Cultural heritage

Year 2

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
e Immigration ¢ Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens

¢ Racism ¢ Monarchies and dictatorships

e |ntegration ¢ Popular movements




How to prepare for Spanish at A Level

You have a few weeks in which to really prepare for your A Level in Spanish. The leap
from GCSE to A Level is significant. This booklet contains a variety of tasks to help ease
you in. One task (on grammar) MUST be done by everyone. There are 5 other tasks for
you to choose between. | suggest you do a few over the long summer holiday to keep
your Spanish “ticking over”. As you complete tasks | want you to fill in the log at the end
of this booklet (or write out your own version on paper if you prefer) | will want to see
this in September so | can see what you’ve been up to!

Compulsory task — this one must be done

Your first job is to make sure that your GCSE grammar is solid. Below is a list of the grammar points | would expect
you to be confident with at this stage:-

TOPIC CONTENT

Recognise and use a range of tenses with regular Regular —AR, -ER and -IR verbs:

verbs.
Tenses:

Present

Preterite

Imperfect

Perfect

Near Future (form of ir + infinitive)
Future (eg. comeré)

Conditional (eg. comeria)

Recognise and use a range of tenses with irregular Common irregular verbs: ser, estar, ir, tener, hacer

verbs.
Tenses:

Present

Preterite

Imperfect

Perfect

Near Future (form of ir + infinitive)
Future (eg. Serd)

Conditional (eg. seria)

Give opinions with reasons e A range of opinion expressions
* Positive and negative reasons for opinions
* To be able to agree and disagree

Check on & improve your knowledge of these areas using the following resources:-

e The Grammar Revision resources on www.languagesonline.org.uk are great as you can then select
what tense you want to revise, read the explanations and complete the exercises. You can do
these as often as you like and it gives you a percentage.

e Conjuguemos is a great website for practicing your verb conjugations: https://conjuguemos.com/



http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://conjuguemos.com/

Have a look at the Grammar self-assessment below and see what you are confident with & what needs
work:-

Grammar self-assessment

1 DO NOT
KNOW
NEED TO
LEARN
CONFIDENT
FULLY
CONFIDENT

QUITE

Nouns: gender, singular and plural forms
Articles: definite (el, la...), indefinite (un, una)

Adjectives: agreements (fem, pl...)
Position/word order

comparative and superlative (mas, menos, el mas.
comparative and superlative irregular (mejor...)
indefinite (cada, algunos, algunas)

possessive (mi ti...)

Adverbs: comparative and superlative
Question words (¢como? ¢ cudndo?)
Quantifiers/intensifiers (muy, bastante...)
Pronouns: Subject (yo, tu...)

object: direct and indirect (lo, las, les...)
position and order (te veo)

reflexive (me, te...)

relative ( que,)

indefinite (alguien)

Verbs: modes of address (tu, vosotros, usted)
verbs + infinitive

verbs + infinitive + preposition

Verbs + - me gusta/me interesa etc

negatives (no, nunca, jamas...)

Present (regular & irregular)

Perfect

Imperfect

Near Future (voy a + infinitive)

Future

Conditional

Present participle (comiendo...)

Subjunctive mood (how to form it)
Subjunctive mood (which expressions trigger it?)
Prepositions: a/al/ a la...

with countries, towns, places

with month, dates, time

Desde hace, acabar de

Numbers, quantity and time

Conjunctions (sin embargo, por eso, también)




You should practise any areas that need work here here:-

e The Grammar Revision resources on www.languagesonline.org.uk are great as you can then select
what tense you want to revise, read the explanations and complete the exercises. You can do these as
often as you like and it gives you a percentage.

e Conjuguemos is a great website for practicing your verb conjugations: https://conjuguemos.com/

Further tasks to choose from

Option 1: Duolingo stories
Complete a story on Duolingo regularly https://stories.duolingo.com/

Duolingo Stories is a way to practice your listening and reading comprehension using bite-sized interactive stories. By
completing one every day you will get to revise and improve lots of language you have been learning so far in Spanish.
Each task takes around 5-10 minutes. You can complete Duolingo stories on the internet or on a mobile app. When
you first register (select the free account), you will take a quick test which will help the app to tailor the work set to
your level.

Option 2: Watch Spanish telly
Netflix: Watch a Spanish-language series (suggestions below — some contain bad language, adult themes!
So check the film’s certificaton with your parents to see whether it is age appropriate for you before
watching) :-

e Las Chicas del Cable

e Siempre Bruja

e Casa de Papel

e Elite (!)

e Velvet

e La Catedral del Mar

e Lavictima numero ocho

e Alta Mar

Always watch in Spanish with English subtitles!

Option 3: Read a Spanish paper

e Tryreading a few articles from any of the following:-
e http://www.elpais.com/ This is a very popular Spanish newspaper

e www.bbc.com/mundo the BBC website in Spanish.

e www.donbalon.com for football website and related articles.

e www.hola.com for a Spanish celebrity gossip magazine (note that some content requires
subscription). This also has short clips in Spanish.

Option 4: Practise your listening skills with some hispanic music

Go to https://lyricstraining.com/es/ and pick a hispanic artist who interests you. My suggestions
would be Shakira, Rosalia, David Bisbal, Juanes but there’s loads of others — have an explore on there!
Don’t set up an account — no need. Click on the song you like the look of then choose the level of your
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game (start with basic) and listen to the song. The lyrics will appear at the bottom with gaps in. Listen
hard & fill in what you think should go in the gap. You can listen as many times as you like.

Option 5: Practise your reading skills on Twitter/X
Look on Twitter for authentic text that you can quickly flick through. They will help you pick up the language
even when lazily browsing twitter. Some ideas are:

@Spain - The official Twitter for tourism in Spain
@LaFraseDelDia_ - Mas que palabras. A Spanish site which tweets inspirational sayings for each day.

@spanishlanguage — Official Twitter account for Transparent Language Spanish. Learn the language with
free resources, social media, and research-based software that works. Tweets expressions, phrases, words
and articles in Spanish.

@spanishaddicts — El espafiol de la calle (typical spoken spanish). Esto no son simples traducciones literales,
es mucho mas que eso. Spanish phrases, vocab, articles and more.

@spanishxxx2 — Free Spanish Sentences Vocabulary Pronunciation Grammar Tests. Tweets vocab, articles,
and quizzes.

@muyinteresante — Revista de ciencia, historia, tecnologia, salud, psicologia, innovacién y curiosidades. A
Spanish news organisation that tweets in Spanish only. Great for practicing your reading skills.
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